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TRAGEDY AND

DISEASE

Start at G and Virginiz Avenue.

Foul Stream of Death Flowing Through a Pop-
ulous Section of the City-—Pedestrians and
Wanderers Have No Protection, While the
Atmosphere Throughout Its Length and for
Blocks on Either Side Is Poiscred by the
Fumes Arising From Decomposing Filth. D

INCE the seventies the James Creck

Caual bas been a mennce to lile
and to health dn the District of
Columbia. Yearly it has -claimed

fin guota of victimi. Taking the record
from July 1 of last year to the pressnt
time as & basis of reckoning 1l s entirely
within reason to believe that upward of

200 people hnve met death in the abomina- |

bile waterway of flith which tlows through
Bauthwest Washington.

Since July 1, 15, ten persons have
been drowned In the James Creek Canal
For4en (deaths in ten monthe it la direct.
1y responsible. The number of fatalities
which bave been tndirectly caused by the
poxious gnses arising from the putrid
ptream i¢ Incalculable. At least this much

4= trus, namely, that the air in the vi-
cinity of the canal for a distance of three
blocks Is contaminated with most foul
odors.

Peeple live in this atmosphere day in

[ ——————
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VERY library is a university ™
sald Carlyle. Washingion has
just seventy-six such univers-
ities to her 250,000 inhabitants,

besldes having many private collections

geaerously thrown open to the wstodent
with proper credentials, Bealdes boasting
some of the finest sclentific and technial

libraries in the world, she hus some 80

to deserve a chapler to them-

' The thirty-eight departent
joraries form a sysiem that Includes

64

every branch of kuowledge to the most

shstruse. The srsicm employed is the
most perfect kmown. Vet thers ity
three libraries of peneral cir ulation, t <o

o! those being of private owner:

The department lbrarivs began with the
pullications of each department ns a
pucleus, Exchange with hon for-
elgn socleties increased the collection,
and Congressicual appropriations enablcd
the custodians to add 10 the technical Jit-
erature of each until the magnificent sys-
tem basx reached {15 present proporiions.
The greatost of these is, of course, the
Library of Congress, whose only fault is
ibat it s so surpasxiogly beautiful that
the reader forgets his book in studying
the exquisite art shown in this palnee of
the muses. Ita specinl feuture is th
plan tor the divtribution of books, which

Prince Henry of Prussia found of s

anid

absorbing Interest, 1t was fully described
recently in The Times. Not all of the
books belongiug 1o Congress are here,

bowever, Two fine reference liirariss are
fn the Cepitol, of 40,000 books euch, for
ready use. Besides this, there s a small
room Just off the fioor of the House with
& few thousand books that can be had in
& minute or two, known as the “emerg-

' ency bospital.”
The fine digoity and elegance of the
Btate, War and Navy Departments are no-

| where more 8tly und fully expressed than
in their libraries. That of the Depurtment

of Slate Is dovoted to Jaw and diplomacy.
Navy Department Llbrary is most

inhale
ent
and humid

and day i

untold I

and day out. Night
iis lmpurities with

beatth

When the air is heavy

the stenich € most nauseatts ven to |
It whoe have lived contignous to the
stream during ma years, Om a clear |
day when the bree tart and keen,
| even then the gus s notiesably present.

Once Popular Hunting Grounds.

Fram Virginia Aveaue at First Street

southwest the James Creek Canal ex-
| tenids to the TPotomac, into which ft
empiies close by the Arsenal Originally

| it was called the St. James Creek, and Is
80 designated on L'Enfant’s map in Com-
| miggioner Macfarland’'s office at the Die-
itrir-t Building. 1t was a natural waler-
way,_ and the land on both sides of it was
]mnrnhr‘ being popular among the hird
| hunters of the Distriet.
! In 1576 the creek was walled and since
that time hus existed In practically the
same condition as that in which it is to-
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L IN JAMES

‘CREEK CANAL

The Sea Wall,

day.

to |

Some of them are sahstantial strottures, |
| but the majority of them are dRoger-
| ously ftimay and jasecure. The walled
I nides are below the level of the street and
| aré without a =mign of a raillag in noy part
of thelr extent. The [and on esch
landd, and In
I:ahr'l'nll:-', while in
Ithi- canal is hardly more than a
| grees removed from the perpendicuiar.

| shde !

| is made wome places slopes
descedt to

fow de-

the

othera

conditions it
for a man

As a conseguence al Lhese
in the easirnt thing i
to wander

from the

fors of

1able

unknnawingly, on a
highway into the
sluggish canal.
a dark night, that condi- |

or wWoman
| dark night
| poixonous
| As to its be
is the us
| through which the
hedly

1l one o the neighborhood
The

lamps In

tion

capal flows dis

| triee s lighted, oil
many places
| gas or electricity.

The lack of any semblance of protee-
tion to pedestrians from falling into the
waters Is the greatest danger of those
which attend the canal in its present
condition. Little children playing on the
high banks of garbage-made soil have, by
a migstep, been piunged to the wall be-
low and Into the recking stream. Rescue
is Qdifficult even when help is at hand.
Those who have been fished out of the |
slime have frequently died from poisoning
by remsan of having swallowed large
quantities of the water.

wielc
still doing duty instead of

James Creek capal having claimed {12 one
vielim, Often the numbes ls larger The
soldler on his way to the Arsenal, belng
uafamiliar with the windings of the death
has time and again been awallowed

trap

up by
way barck to the barracks. Intoxicated per.
sons, their viglon clouded and their judg.
pald for a night's
way us

have dearly

me hazy,
isbauch by losing their
wandered uncertainly homeward along the
banks of the James Creck
right or to the ‘left in
has caused many

a mintnken direc-
Lron
walk into the horrible
stream. where he wallowed and gro i
until the Alth overcame him and he was
submerged in it.

The water frequently rises to the level
of the tap of the so-called seawall and
in such seasons the danger is greatly In-

unconsciously

creased
Frightiunl as 5 the danger from drown-

ing in the James Creek, there is another |

evil which Is scarcely less to be feared.
This iz to be found in the gases arlsing
from the sluggish waters which reek with
the exeretions from which
empty into the canal

Far some reason not satlsfactorily ox-
plained, the stream does not readily dis-
charge the sewage into
is claimed by somae that this is due to the
fact that the canal is almost constantly

the sewers

the filkhy stresm as he sought his |

they |

A turn to the |

a poor fellow to |

the Potomac it |

Bridges span it here and there_T Searcely a month passes without the | clogged with scows which come up with

| loads of sand and lumber. Be that as it
it 1s nn evidenut fact to whomsaever
may vi=it the that
the air ia pollutsd with a most foul

Ly,
-

vitinity ~f the canal

The aurface ia covered with flontine

and is  amlive with bubbles caused
| by ths guses which are constantly ris-
| ing from decomposing mutter on the hot-
tam

The Air Poisoned.

| it is not poasible for a vixitor to this
section of the city to lean over the rall-
ing of sae of the bridges and Ir s the
odors arizsing from ths stream beneath
without feeling himsslf becoming 11

Mevertheless, laborers conatantly at

are

work unioading sand (rom the scow
hreathing in this contaminated aler while

toll, The unfortunate who
enmpelled to live in this vicinity are

they

people

ally shortening their lives by living in
this atmosphere of pollution
This section, too, Is largely populated,
and In some parts with a class of people
who are ignorant of all sanitary laws,
| which fact is an added reason for taking
such mensures as will better the condi-
| tion of this neglected district.
Major Sylveater, Superiatendent ol Po-

lica, bewalls the existence of the Jamea
Creek Canal in s sent condition, and
says that it is a souree of great annoy-

uoce to his department in addition to s
5

RARE ARE WASHINGTON'S PUBLIC AND PRIVATE LIBRARIES ..

! beautifully boused, the reading roomn being |

paneled In malackite, slenna and porphyry,
" adorned with Mexican onyx, with aplendid
hrunte groups in each coroer. while a
handsome plece of verde antigue is above
y the door. The floor is of Minton tiling
The books are catalogued under
heads, and the shelveas contain
word on all aclentific subjects
to the nuvy—engineering. medlciay

eleven
last

taining

the

hem

istry nuval architecturs R T
courts-martinl, Interpatiogal  law, naval
survering sstronomy, navigation, meleo:
. and compasses beigg a fow of the
& Cls trealed A fow books of blog
aphy and history are sdded. Of the
Napaleona s by far the most
naval officers taking a keen Interest o
the life of the little Corsican.
No leas perfectly kept, though not guite

[} I, Ia the litirary of

ro magnificently he
the War Department, of which the most

L=

I

in pews

interesting work 15 a history
per clippings of the war with Spain

ernl Greoly has inaugurated a circulating |

system by which officern stationed at a

distance, in Porto Rico o~ Texas, can draw
books mt mo expense to them HRVE
return registratio This priviicge d

not extend to the Philippines. Books on
military wsclens are waost [requently

tawn out

is the Burean of Latin-
The Supreme Court
Jteel! 1n need of
Amierican lawys and
not be bkad in
ihis bu-

Across the street
American Ropublics
yedrs ago found
yeerming South
s which eould
in 1590, to mesl this waat

the

city

reay was created  Isformation upon the
agriculture, rustoms, commerce,
colonization, travel and histery of the
' gountries soutl of the Rio Grande and the
| isthmus was accumulated The first
Pan-American congress suggested that
ench country furnish this Hbrary with du-
plicate coples of its public documents, The
suggestion was not acted upon. but the

Inws,

| muttor was brought up at the last Pan-

American congress in the City of Mexico,

.~

and rvighteen countries pledged themaelves
to wend these documents yearly, This will
add 5,000 or €099 volumes to the library
in a few vears The library receives jis
largest patronage from the diplomats of

the Spanish American countries, who take

special interest In the newspapers. It Ir.'. The library of the Ilnterior Department |
hoped that soun some gencral literature | s purely literary, 12000 volumes in all.and
from prominent authors of those countries | the 2,000 employes in the building are very

may Le added.

AL the Bureau of Eduration the most
ntoresting feature of a most thoroughly
egn 4 and splendidly arranged library

Miss French's departmentl. IL ig the |
duty af this lady to examine all education-

| al publlcations from Europe, selecting |

| from them and clamifying for the use of
vhools snd ¢ throughout the coun-
try. This reguires & working knowledge
of X languagey The model Hbrary
of M volumes

World's F
The it
tion, with volames
pertodicals, easlly racks

thiu
the Smithsonlan Instity

alr, is in library

ary ol

Its 257,000 and  3.000
to the Li-
&, This I the
library in the world, with hooks

nexd

brary of Cong

greatest

in every written lange

| vk

| Most of the department lbra have
!ﬂ guantity of fAction and ger liter
| ature for the benellt of the clorks. When
Congress made ropriations for the new

Publid Library it cut off thepe s upple-
mentary collés from {is izt of
henefloiarien Some of the depariments
hi i this gladly. declaring that sl
works of higher naturs, foreign to the
purpcse of the NHbrary, should be In one
central bullding, and a messenger system

the individen]l wents of the

should =
employes
the less of the appropriation,
an they evaded It and kept
supply of new fiction. From the naturs
of their work, it s held by that
the printers of the blg Printing Ofive
phould bave their lighter Hierature, and

Other departpsents  deplored

and so inr
could un A

Selif] e

| from the fact that the handsomest
in the sew bullding has been set aside

for library purposes, it would seem that

the authorities there take this view of
| the vase, and will enideavor to secure an
appropriation,

anxlous to see It restorel to s former
as one of the best of the general
The debate over this point s

status
Ihraries
a lively one in

good
| vanced pro aml con,

department circles juost

now, many arguments beipg ad

Of the twonty=three school aml illege
Hbraries of Washington, the Riges Me-
morial Library of Georgetown Us iy,

Is by far the largest,
University Lthe
¥ of Americn have
ibraries the rapked with the nolable
of Washingion

One  of the aml e
known of (he great libraries of th
of the Scottish Rite Order

Ffare an

with 20,000 bpols,

while Columblan and

Catholl

Unive

hiest, lurgest,

s that It has

many { superbly bound tom

and fs especially rich In folk-lore
Of the many private libraries mention
can Le made ol s, The flrst I8 &

pampkicts relat-

collection of hooks

ing to the [Hetrict ol

Columbia, ils

s ban fts churchoes, ity §
tne ef the font
Wit la M
t rniture of the White
Hou ardrped by Preosident Joka Adams
ivear Lo his sieckssor,
Metween the wo @
o hitter tha
utive Mansicn o

Trr3on was aasgurn

el ond this g ! ntory was |

Mr. Jefferaon 1 enly v

Wl Ul Al Y191 5

A regoon by an - giioune
and valuable libtazy ia tha property of

"Mr, Hood, who his speul twenty-live

room |

years In making It the most complete of
E its Rinil.
| Ope of the most valuable of the spe-
cialty libraries is the Burns collection of
| Mr. William H. Smith, of the Botanic
Gardens. In his sturdy Americanism, if
use the expression, Burns was
the poct lsureats of the dominant thought
of the vighteenth ce ¥, the brotherhood
of man, and, logically,

Wo Imny

the poet lzureate
of America, the lpest flower of that
thought and its living exponent. In his
ot I A Man for a’ That,” written

years after the Declaration of [n-
nee, e siruck the kesnote of that
1 doenment. For i
¢ that the finest Bo

workl suld be here A
Smilh's deaire t5 to see his pocns
widely read In Amertca, but this
never be until an thon with a good
1 1l glossary 1a published. Or all
ki ndreda of editions not one sults Mr.
S h feas of a popular edition.
h I1s also callecting a dapll

The poel

owned Ly Burns
cith of the best ¢leanic Ntera-
it will e remember that m

bought four times what It does
Burns bad Swirt works, the |
1 in short, a thor-
vollection. So Mr
u RBurns library aod o

At the I Street Bridge.

For Over a Quarter of a Century Efforts Have
Been Made to Have lts Evils Abated, but
All in Vain-—its Victims by Drowning Aver-
age One a Month, but Its Victims by Disease
Cannot Be Numbered—Banks That Slope
Abruptly Into the Water. B > b

the
ceeded

Pennsylvania Railroad, which =a
in getting permission to lay

being o

al the seg

coastant mennee (o the resident
tion. Old timers on the ce I ite

force remsmber the vielalty of the canal | tracks acroas * place where the union
33 the scene of some of thefr hardest | was to be made bhofore the Canal Com-
podfield”” it was called in those | misslon could take action
¥s, shooting amd cutting effrays | Improvement Long Advocated.
s "r‘]ij‘.” M".I:H “}f ltlm.rli':.y. 'm‘][ As to amellorating the present evil
SYCRINE: 10 WES & BT HUI o Ly condition of James Creek Caaal, mcat
aesz, but the present resldents are peace- |

people ars agreed on the point that It
should be done. Improvement I8 being
agitated now as it has been pericdically
since 1878, Propie have been drowned and
inguests held In many |ostadees the
canal was decided to be to Mame and not

able and law-abiding.

Some people ure of the opinion that
it was the Jamoes Creek Canal which at |
one tlme ran up through the market anl
out an far as the Chesapeake and Ohiu]

Camal, in Georgetown. This is not true, | the Individual. The Commissioners have
however. tor the James Creek Caoal I been appealod to repeatedly in other years
proper. was got At any.lime of greater| and they are belng urged now to take
extent than at preseant, though it '“'st,.p, to remowe the menace, but they
intended that it should Join the old Waah- avew thomsetvin pnw;‘r];?ss '_\pprupru-
ington Canal, which bas leng since been tions have hn.r-n rwumrnpmlni to Congress
filled in in the greater part of ils eX- | yo them and it rests with that body to
tent. The union of the James Creek with | reljeve a portion of the Capital from a
the Washington Canal was prevented by | dreadiul evil.

'THE GOVERNMENT'S BOTTLES OF ILLS.

COMPLETE bottled stoek of dis- | inoculation with a selution of the 2.
eases ls carrfed by the United  Once so imocsulated, you have about an
States Government on the shelves | even chance with death. T in wery

rters” disease’™

commonly called “wocl-s¢

and i the cases In the Nrmy
2 3 because men who sort wool are very ant
Medical Museum. These disenses COm- | 1o onpensr (L Sheep are frequently af-
| prise almost all which are supposed 10 | flicted with carbuncle. sad tho slightest
be futal to human life—consumption, | abrasion oo the hand of one who touches
poeusmonia, trphoid fvver, diphtheria, Asi- -_r:‘- flesve o animal so disca=ed in
- : | likely to cor nlsate [t ravine the
atic cholera, smallpox, blood poisvning, | o0 050 proper solution of tf
: ; - thres i i o sulutio [
erysipelas, carbuucle, and a varlety of | wormy 5 the method for convoring diph
others, theria, which can be W
These unpleasant aml morbid affectlons | With alidciute cerinint
tion of p ntlizg the

ire kepl [n tubes, constantly ready lo be
nlcated to healthy individuyals: boet
oununlcating™ are seklom

means
mewmbrans that
BI up the br
There (s no i
Aslatie chole
few of th
Lottle ot
% | water or
the | particular
sufficient to spread take th

for.

& curator. Somelimes when

he
Lis

ho Is que aeid too long and closely
feols that he would like to commun
of the disenses to his vall
containing consumption,

LiSaeapim 1
a If your si
tealthy sondi

s, but ¢

ol or more
In the
curator =ays, there s

oFetty
| the disesse to thousands of people, and | ‘1';‘. H
¥ i W (avern
| all the discases tubed for the bemefl of |4 oo ¢ the
_ A o are
sclenes are about the same. Im ad- | on Gnpas
ministering porusionia to 4 patient, the | from ne
curator sald, he would select the et aMicted 0
of putiizg » solution of the germs in ’Tmh‘ the germz In any qua ¥ ' Lhose
izages (8 easy enourh Vicge gela=
wWile ayl vessal, and have
‘l r. in a spraying wve Y tine. from a Japanese pi - ar-
the victim breathe the spray. The sub- £ b bolled amd mixed wi 1

ris, proving that he was oot |
e peunitiless plowhoy he | er
4 as kaving been, but
refined tastes, with

them. Mr. Smith
ems and speeche

for |:|il:i:.'".:
a book of p

men oa [urns.  After Mr
h (e eollestion will go Lo '
K » wWili erect o
ttiest Uttle U

chugs (o Ur

It coosists of Uny
n two laches iz len
the classler, cxqulsitely p
it wmid -Ent Ly
ul el wl rafe to @
woulid g0 1 &
* potket el
Lond Many
Ty ol L 1t coples, dating
sk o the earl e of bhe lasi con

teey, For daloty beauty this fairy liboary
Joads every library 10 Washington,

\the most hea'thy individual by a simple

f

Il cantract the

i opernted upon wol f- | »0 a3 o {orm a saft trassparent solid
tion with abeolute cestaloty every time | A small geantity of thix s put into a
Posumonla s contracted, not from a cold ';]“' that is tighily corked w at
3 the oren cnd The tube .
sflasamat the I N
or inflammation of the lungs, as mos all the germs

in an ovon ard heated wcotil

people geénarally suppose, hut from the of whatever sori are killel Next
brenthing In of poeumonia germs, which o tube is hriefly une { a long
are given encourngement in growing and wire, that has been also to

sterilize It, 14 dipped v the germs of the
disense 1o which it is desired to cultivate
and seraped across the sur ¢ of the gel=
atine. Tie tube is now recoried and per-
mitted to stand for a4 fow hours, at the
end of which the bacteria of the disease,
having fousd the gelatine to their taste
for feading upom, will have multiplied
etortoously, s 48 to falrly cover the
surince of the gelatine. Each kind of bac-
teria or gernis has its own form of grow-
1 ing in colonies, so that one discase can
fatal complaint, carbuncle, the cOrator | w . coqgily sod easily distinguiahed from
eald that Le could produce It any time 0 | gpother In the tubes without a micrg-

| scope.

by an unhealthy condition,
siich a8 a cold may to. The
nouths of pitogether healthy people very
bave lots of pnsmmonia “Sace-

auliiplying

glve rise

commonty

teria in n, The disense zignilles sim-
that the alr cells Io the lungs are
ruptured and the blood flows into them,

ply

thus rendering them useleds far breathing
Az for that interesting and commoniy




